SPORTS COLLECTIBLES

junk is worth something

that those are usualy worthless.

Olfa selleris willing to forge an auto-
graph, he® not going to have a problem
forging the certificate of authenticity soll
think thosethings arenOworth the paper
they@e printed unlessthey come from a
major compalry; the main thing is to con-
siderthe sourceof the autograplOhe said.

The sdleitsalf can befacilitated using any
of the resources listed, but sellers should
consider which of the outlets best suits their
particular item or collection. A George Brett
rookie card could be sold to a loca shop
owner quickly, or on eBay to garner the best
price. However, the sale of a soccer jersey
signed by, say, Pele would best be l€ft to
experts at professional auction houses.

All of this is not to say that every guy
with a few signedbaseballfrom the O73
Rangersand an unopenedpack of 1989
Fleer cardscould or shouldrun right out
andhawk his collectionfor a few hundred
bucks.Sometimesthemostvalueacardor
collectibleis ever goingto have is in your

Ask the Experts:
The Sate of the
Collectibles Industry

We polled some area collectibles experts on how
they think the industry is faring.

1. How strong is the industry now as

compared to years past?

Josh Wulkan

VP Auction Operations, Huggins and Scott Auctions

That angwer really dependson which industry you are talking
about. For newer cards the market was much stronger back in
the mid-to-late 1980sand early 1990s Once the Stike of 1994
happened, it put a huge hit on the new card market. What we
Suecializ in are vintage cards autographsand memorabilia and
those pricesare certainly higher today, thusa much sronger
market, than they were years ago.

Chris Ivy
Director of Sports, Heritage Auction Galleries
The indusiry hasnever been stronger. Q@llgcting has become
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. . . -, increasingly more mainsream over the past sveral years due in
own hands,andit may male betterfinan- —re part to factors like eBay and the televison program “Antiques
cial and/or nostalgicsenseto hold on to e — Roadshow" (which often features Heritage staffer Mike Gutiemez
thosethings. 2 = — on-air) really broadening the vishility of the collecting hobby.

You never know, they could be worth ] L. And, at the risk of sounding immodess, Heritage, as the World's
somethingsomeday There are several resources you can use to find out whether your collection is Largest Q@llectibles Auctioneer, hasplayed some role in this
filled with trash or can bring you some substantial money. change aswell.
0 nline Resources: Blake Meyer, Lone Star Sportcard Company

Up \erais last year; down \ersisthe early 2000s

* Beckett Media
www.beckett.com

This siteis your one-stopshopfor pric-
ing, selling and buying sports cardsand

2. What's the most desirable/expen-
sive item in your inventory?

HUGGINS &7 SCOTT

othercollectibles.They setthe standardn Waorlduide Internet WULKAN: We have se\eral tremendous iemsin an upcoming
the industry Catalog Auctions auction; however, Lot No. 1 isgoing to blow the rest away. It is
a gngle-sgned Cristy Mathewson basghall that isexpected
¢ Leland®@ Stanning Sngle Sgaed Incredible Single Sigeed bring more than $100,000.
Haba: Fay Hasehal Chrigty Math=wron Eas=ball
www.lelands.com IVY: The \ast majority of the material we <ell is consigned

The New York basedauction house, H'[]'[I (_IINH J"\ND H L{]T‘[‘ A[J’[‘TI[]N& rather than owned by the house, and the inventory is constantly

accordingtheir site, hassold over $40 mil- B changing. Our recent sale of Babe Ruth's 1933 All-Siar Game
lion dollars in memorabiliaand trading - 5 IT! jersay for more than $B50,000 represents our largest sngle auc-
tion result. Our upcoming auction will be of particular interest

cardsover the pastfive years. SPRING 2007 MASTERPIECE AUCTION || | o0ssrsins oug,isvetae oy sanstan

worn @whoys jerseysand helmets from current and past play-

¢ The Pit 1,531 guality sports and non-sports cards, grs including the entire Ring of Honor.
www.thepit.com 313
ep - memorabilia and autographed lots. MEVYER: The most desrable in\entory we hawe are the short
Think of thePit asthee-Tradefor sports : prints fom the modemn <ets (2000-2006). They are priced from
fans. This site® set up is similar to the BIDDING IS OPEN NOW! $2.50-$15.00 each and are \ery collecor dren by those com-
stockmartetandsenesmorethan200,000 A\UICTION ENDS OVER TWO DAYS 3/7/07 AND 3/8/07. pletng <sts We dor'tcamy a lotof expenshe cardsbecauss the
registeredusers. inventory cost istoo high and they sell oo sowly.

Visit our wabhsita: wew.hogginsandsmott. con

or call toll free 1-B66-462-2273 to get a 3. Where do you see the industry

FREE full calsr catalsg and For cegistrabion gomg?

and hialisg indormation. WULKAN: Our indusry is definitely on the pebound and heading
north. There are lotsof collectorsand dealers buying vintage

itemsright now, especially because of the resale opportunities
that eBay and other onling auctions present.

* cBay
www.ebay.com

Everyoneknows that you can sell just
aboutarything on Ebay but the site also
has helpful, informative guidesto buying
and selling sports memorabilia and/or

If you have VIETAGE [FAE-I1970}

cards af callectibleas that
you would Like to conaign

cards. It@t aﬂ? reat"plat?& 0 geﬁ; tartedif i e g s i ecid IVY: One can't help but be optimistc about the future of the
yournew 1o the coliectiblesworld. stave Phillips collectibles indusiry, which has outperformed just about every
B1T-454-4344 or other commodity over the past decade. If you bought a Babe
¢ Heritage Galleries: amail Ruth autograph five yearsago, you'e tripled your money. Now
hitp://sports.ha.com Spiillipad clearly this tremendousrate of increase can't continue foreer,
Weqginsandscatt. com but we've yet to e any <oet of downtuen fiom one auction

If you just pulled that box down from cycle to the next S until that happens the forecast issunny.

me at}ticta;]nd fo?r;d a 19?& Top;\ps Mickey HUGGINS 87 SCOTT

antie then, (a) pop the champagne, - = - - I ——— T MEYER: The direction of the indusiry isdefinitely heading up,
youQ@e hit the jackpot, and (b) call :?;Lﬂ:.':?_:,,hf:,iﬂ:ﬂ: ::_' :'.",T_':';L::,," i ﬁ —m albeit it at a very sow and controlled pace, which isa better
HeritageGalleriesimmediately <tenario for the long-term health of this business
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